OCTOBER, 1919

The Commoner

' ASplendid SWon

8. Cummings, be |
Ho“'cﬁ{:in:;ran pemocratic National Committee.

My very dear Mr. Cummings:

Am very SOITY that I am so h_g’ in sending
you the plan of campaign that I promised yon
when you were in Seattle, Which is for the
griple purpose of arousing intense intereést, rais-
{ng money for the campaign and inspiring con-
gdence in the democratic party and its manage-
ment by giving the voters an mwmuy to
HELP CONTROL the policies of the party both
pefore and after the eleetiome L . -

IN GENERAL OUTLINE I8 AS FOLLOWS:
mstead of following the usual convention
method of appointing platform and other com-
mittees, select the planks of the platform, dic-
wte the policies of the party and select the can-
didates of the party, UNAIDED AND ALONE;
allow the voters a chanee to HELP SELECT the
various principles, policies and eandidates of the
party by means of a sort of initiative and ref -
endum campaign started as soon as possible so
that the resuits can b& counted and tabulated
for the so of the publie, and the state and na-
tional party conventions. To prevent confusion
and enable your committee to work to the best
advantage, it will be necessary (o formul:'e
some sort of questionajre and send it to the peo-
ple through advertisements in all the papers,
especially the G. O, P, papers, to be cut out by
the voters and returned to your coamittee as
quickly as possible; addrezs of the voter to go
with the questionaire. ‘
VOTERS OF THE NATION GREETINGS:
Realizing the new condit’ : 3 of the new world,
the democratic party proposes to meet these
NEW CONDITIONS by NEW METHODS of SE-
LECTION of both tle candidates and the policies
and princ'ples that will gowern the: actions f

the party for the next ¢ : Therefare, we
are presenting to the ‘vote ‘q’[-‘e’:ﬁ party, the -
following initiative guestionaire which vou will

please fill out, fill in with = dollar bill to help
pay expenses of YOUR e¢ampaign, and return to
the National Central ‘Committee at Washington,
D. €., as soon as possible; who will then count
and tabulate and as soon as possible, refer to
the voters all thy most popular candidates, prin-
ciples and policies, for further selection and
climination. All to the end that the National
Platform Committee appointed by the democratic
convention may know something of what the
voless of the party want voleed in the platform

and who the voters want for president and vice-
president,

POSSIBLE FORM OF QUESTIONAIRE

FOR PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THE RAIL-
ROADS;

AGAINST THE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THE
RAILROADS; ¢

FOR THE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THE
TELEGRAPH;

¢ ‘AINST THE PUBLIC OWNERSHIP OF THI
TELEGRAPH. : -
Call for comments and space therefore.
oy course, you will submit in some such form
PRI JOSSIBLE QUESTION OF POLICY OR
INCIPLE INVOLVED IN THE CAMPAIGN,
wud every possible candidate whose consent to
¢ thus presented to the voters that you can get.
il course, as 1 have miot stepped to consult
" any one, you will have to eonsuit and ar-
;ang@ Vith many DEMOCRATIC, democrats be-
13? You will take actionf,no juatter how promis-
mr-m(;,r. l:.uw much it appeals to you and other
sorry 1 C) the committes. That is why 1 am
il hat I did not have it ready for you when
vromes - lere.  But there is plenty of time if
DU action is taken now. .

m.,l.m‘l:' first thought on reading this will be, —
the co .]?t is just what 1 made the trip all over
nnim.l--Lmry for, was to find out all about public
Gs un"“'_ And yet you know that you an' all of
TIONS “'”’"{mg over the QUESTION OF QUES-
some. ~ What are the fifteen millicn new
pului'-?l}li'f,‘ four million goldier voters thinking
among 11.. COFTY¥INE because we that are right
the my i @11 the time know nothing of what
find fore o0, Wil do n day. (Oh yes, we
questio, o People: that kmow all about it), but
V2’ orat hem, and their cock-sure ‘tnowledge

OTales, And so asg no one knows, and it is

BRRan i g
el that we do know in advance of election

day 80 we can have a chance to satisfy the

seems to me that the surest way to ﬂnzl} ulti.‘l Th::
they want is to ASK THEM DIRECT through
this initiative and referendum method. And as
many of them will not only answer the ques-
tionaire but will ask questions, what a fine
chance to send REAL ANSWERS to what THEY
WANT TO KNOW, thus satisfying them as
NOTHING ELSE COULD . and a satisfied voter
will VOTE with US. The objection will be
brought out, that republicans and others will

_answer the questior - ire, vote for or against, and

thus confuse the (ssues and plans. But as names
and addresses will be required, any wholesale
attempt of that kind would soon reveal itself
and the local democratic committees could cor-
rect them and all of It would stir up intepge
interest, which is one of the chief objects of the
eampaign. And besides, it is republicans and
OTHERS that you need to reach and satisfy that
the demoeratic party is the best for them, all
things considered,— not that it is perfect or any-
where near perfection. (If I were running the
campalgn I would put in a special disclalmer of
perfection). That it did not expect to sett'e for
all time all of the issues of our work in THIS
campalgn, but that we were trying to do the hest
wa conld with what we had to do and deal with
under the existing conditions: that we wanted
all the HELP from the voters possible to the
end that we might do the very best possible for
all at THIS ELECTION.,

To gave your time, I suggest some of the pos-
sible effects of my scheme. The very novelly of
one of the big parties doing such a thing (some
of the Ifttle parties have done it for yocars)
would advertise (cateh that word advertise)
and popularize the principles and candidates of
the democratic party as no other method couid,
They simply could nol suppress it or keop the
jdea out of their press, and the G. O. P, would
have to follow suit or lose the election snre,
And if they imitated us they would be so late
about it that it would do them little good he-
cange of their seli evident insincerity. Residas,
the attemnt to try would produce a bitter fight
between their reactionaries and progressives. he.

cause such action would throw the control of the
G. 0. P. to the progressives; and as we all krow,

their junkers hal rather wreck their party than
lose control.

Again, 1 realize that the plotocratic mindedl
men of the democratic parly (and we have (20
many of .them) will fight this proposition tn the
limit, because they, liké®the G. O. P. junkers,
are determined to rule or ruin; hence, they want
the old convention style with a1l ita tricks ft»=>gq
and trades, that can be manipulated and con-
trolled in their interest. Hence, also, I realive
that it is some job that I am putting up to you
and your cordial co-workers, without whose co-
operation you would fail.

~ To the radical pessimist who will gneer, “That
it is only advisory', ask th:m to imagine naliti-

cians rejecting an idea with a MAJORITY be-
hind it or candidate either,

To the reactionary, ask them to tell you how
to win WITHOUT some such program, for it
would be impossible in these days of confusion
and uhrest when the people want their way so
much.

Treasurer Jamison said that the voter that put
up the dollars few, or many, would take such
an interest in the campaign, as to almost insuro
guceess. What better plan can be devised to in-

gure success than to combine the Interest that’

the voter will naturally feel in the success of
both his idea and his dollar,

Please remember that this plan gels tho dol-
lars, selects the candidates and prineiples, avolds,
contests and bitter fights in the convention, an
above and beyond all, secures the good will of
the people as a whole, which is absolutely neces-

to success, .
i GEORGE N. HODGDOXN.

The governor of Nebraska decliqed to accept
the advice of a large number of citizens, inelud-
ing a majority of the stale house of represenia-
tives, to give the extra gsession that met late in
July authority to pass legislation to put a l‘.!‘il"ljn
iuto profiteering. He nwiﬁ_h_-q that theml was
sufficient authority under existing lawsg, and !‘fr'__’,:
ceedoed to have investigations made. These 1.:\.[
!:aaulted in one prosecution and no lowerinps (,'
prices. Along about next election time the ﬁ:,?_

: of Nebraska will be wishing he had ta .‘“
m.nord fce of people interested in seeing prices
:':;gu?e; fnstead of politicians anxioug to reap a

little temporary glory.

FROM AN ADMIRER

Pine Blaffs, Wyo., SBept. 22nd, 1919,
W. J. Bryan, Lincoln, Nebr.

Dear Bill: Enclosed please find $1.00 to ro-
new my subscription to your Commoner., 1 ae-
quired the habit of reading your paper when I
lived back in Migsour!, and you have been In
politics long enough to know the loyalty of a
Missouri democrat. 1 have been taking your
pape” ever since it started and it has becoms A
necessity, In fact, It is abhout the only genuine
democratic equipment we demoerats have,

While writing you T trust you will not think
it out of place for me (o say in & confidential
way that our party seems to he up against i,
and you are again needed at the helm. Brother
Wiison and the other administration leaders
have gotten things in a devil of a shape, It may
not do any good for me to urge you to again
run for president, for that has got too old and
common for you, but T ean’t see any other way
out of it If we expect to save the country and
the Grand Old Party; so I will do my duly as
1 see it by asking you to come 19 the rescue,

You remember when David guit his meanness,
gol good and wanted to do something wonderful
to counteract his meanness, he asked Jehovah to
let him bulld a great temple, but the Lord turned
him down flat hecause he was a man of wWar.
Aud the Lord sald unto David: “Your son Solo-
mon whom I will set upon thy throne in Lhy
room, he shall bulld an Lhoase unto my name.”
Solomon waa given this greal task hecaunss he
was a man of peace and a man of wisdom,
We as a nation and a party are facing a seri-
ous condition if not & greal erisis; something
remarkable must be done and It must be done
with clean hands. Not only must our party be
redecmed and restored to its sacred principles,
but our military nation muet be rebullt so it
will stand through the centurics as a great fabrie
of peace. We must find a Solomon for this work
and you aroe the only onc avallable,

Yeas, Bill, all of this is why 1 wanut you to run.
I will sum it up briefly in «ix reasons why you
should eome again: 1st, you are a stayer,— we
all admire a stayer, and & stayer is needed now;
2nd, you sare good at explaining,— it will take
a whole lot of explaining this time to save the
party; 3rd, any man that can endure defeat three
times and continue a hold on the party, and then
go into the next convention as you did at Baitl-
more and give the nomination to whoever he
pleases, I big enough and sirong enough to be
president; a man with such personal and polit-
feal magnetism is the only man for this hour
of trying emergency; 4th, every reform that we
have received for the last twenty years by either
of the parties has been hatched, fed and nour-
jshed by you; B6th, you are yet the recognized
leader and I might say the daddy of the demo-
cratic party. You made Woodrow president and
you are in & measure responsible for Lis acts,
He is a good man; I believe he is a man of peace
and was sincere in trylog to keep us out of war,
but, poor man. he was not strong enough to with-
stand the awful pressure of the war-lords and
th . moneyed fnterest thal wanted blood money;
and then he mixed and mingled too much with
the blue-bloods of Europe, which didn’t seem to
make him any stronger. Yeos, Bill, it is vp to
you to correct the mistakes of your “politieal
hopeful”; wherein he was wesk you must be the
strengih: 6th, we have reached.the point in the
game when we are foreed to eall for a “pinch
patter”. You are the only one in the team that
can knock the ball over the fence and make a
home-run; $o you must g5 to the bat or the

game s lost,

There I8 nn other way out of It Bill, and [
trust that these few broken lires will encourage
you to go forth to the great task. It fs not only
a question of being elected, that is not the big
thing just nmow, but if you throw your great
weight and remarkable ability into the fight yon
can at least again save the party from annihila-

Lion.

Please excuse me for speaking so plain and
persenal, but in & time Jike this T ean’t do other-
wise. This may annocy you and you may «riticise
me for coming to you with my trouble; but I
have been a life-long democrat and it huric m=
to see the party butchered. | have to go to some
one«in my bereavement, and if I can’t go to yon

1 would like to know where in the devil could

Yours truly,
AN EX-MISSOURYI DEMOCRAT.

I go. .




